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Thank you for your letter and for the letter sent on 30 March to Minister Keegan.
I am responding to both letters.

We deeply appreciate the work that you and your members are doing to help
manage these extraordinary challenges. I’m glad that you recognise the action
already taken to provide clarity to the sector about the impact of Covid-1 9 and
the hard work that is happening across Government to manage this crisis.

But, as you set out in your letter, there are many issues that we still need to
address. I will shortly provide a fuller response that sets out how we, along with
Ofqual and the Institute, will manage further changes to the summer
examinations as well as to planned reform of technical education. In particular,
we recognise the impact the Covid-19 outbreak will have on T Level providers
and will work with them over the next few months to ensure they get the support
they need.

Your letter raises three issues where we have already announced changes in
response to Covid-1 9. Firstly, Eileen Milner wrote to you on Monday 23 March
setting out changes to the process for the defunding of qualifications with no or
low enrolments. We will not run the low enrolment process this year, but will re
launch that in the autumn, as part of the second cycle of review of funding
approval decisions, with qualifications in scope potentially having funding
approval withdrawn from August 2022. For qualifications with no publicly funded
enrolments, we will continue with that process to remove funding approval from
2021, but under an expanded timeframe for AOs to provide notifications to us,
where they choose to do so.

Secondly, you raise several issues relating to the risk that apprentices may be
particularly vulnerable to changes in the labour market. We have already taken
steps to support businesses and prevent job losses. Last week, the Chancellor



announced a package of measures including unlimited loans and guarantees,
and support for wages to support firms through this period.

You will also be aware that the Government published its apprenticeship
response to COVID-19 on 23 March:
www.qov.uk/ciovernmentlpublications/coronavirus-covid-1 9-apprenticeship-
programme-response. It sets out how we are responding to the impact of
COVID-1 9, as part of our cross-Government efforts. We are implementing new
measures to make it easier for apprenticeships to continue and complete in a
different way if they need to or to break and resume an apprenticeship later
when that becomes possible. The document explains the temporary flexibilities
that we are introducing to the programme during the pandemic and provides
answers to questions related to these changes and other common questions.
We will continue updating this guidance in line with new queries and/ or further
support measures being introduced.

Thirdly, we have decided to delay the new KS4 performance tables
qualifications approvals process. It will now apply for qualifications that will be
included in the 2024 KS4 performance tables (for qualifications being taught
from September 2022) rather than the 2023 KS4 performance tables. In the
intervening period, we are temporarily reinstating the performance tables
moratorium for Technical Awards. This means that the list of qualifications
approved for inclusion in the 2022 KS4 performance tables will be carried
forward and approved for inclusion in the 2023 KS4 performance tables. We
alerted all awarding organisations to this postponement by email on 30 March.

Clear communication is vital, and we will continue to help your members,
schools, colleges and other providers them understand any changes as soon
as possible after decisions have been made.

Thank you again for engaging so positively and constructively with officials. I’m
confident that we can quickly find the answers to these shared challenges.
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