
 

  

Ofqual consultation on the proposed Condition VCR8 for the VTQ Contingency 
Regulatory Framework (assessment opportunity in 2021)– Final response from 
the Federation of Awarding Bodies 
 

The Federation of Awarding Bodies is the trade association for vocational and 
technical awarding organisations (AOs) with more than 105 organisations in full 
membership ranging from large generic AOs to those working in specific 
occupational areas, including professional bodies. Our members operate across a 
wide range of vocational/technical sectors and provide high quality qualifications to 
support learners to progress into, and within, their chosen sector. This evidence 
submission is provided on behalf of the Federation’s membership following 
consultation with members via email, a Member Update webinar, and our newsletter.  
 
1.  Do you have any comments on the draft wording of Condition VCR8? 
 
No 
 
We did not receive any requests for further clarity on any particular aspect of the 
Condition wording.  
 
2. Are there any potential positive or negative equality impacts arising from the 
proposed Condition VCR8, apart from those we have explored? 
 
Yes 
 
Will learners be in a position to achieve a strong result on their assessment if they 
were scheduled to originally take this in the summer and have had a significant break 
in learning in between? Having the opportunity to take an assessment in the autumn 
is unlikely to be useful to learners wanting to progress directly onto university, college 
etc – it will be too late in the year. 
 
3. Are there any other regulatory impacts, costs or benefits associated with the 
implementation of our proposals that have not already been identified? 
 
Yes 
 
Additional impacts identified include the operational impact on AOs of planning and 
preparing for the autumn assessment series at a time when they will already be busy 



 

  

with business as usual activities, processing TAGs and working towards the 
implementation of CASS.  


